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This report contains information as known on Tuesday 22 December 17.00 hours.

Although this report has been compiled with the greatest care, it is possible that the

current situation in a particular country or region may differ from what is shown here.

No rights can be derived from this report.
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Flower and plant sales for top 10 export countries Europe
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Up-to-date information on transport in 

Europe: https://www.tln.nl/coronavirus-en-

landeninformatie/
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Scotland
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Wales

B S T
England

B S T
Northern Ireland

* In the Netherlands, florists may continue physical sales outside the shop until Christmas.

* In Germany, the situation is very different from one Land to another. See further on page 5.

* In Poland, florists in shopping centres have to close from 28th December.

* In Italy, restrictions apply to florists based in certain shopping centres and market halls. 
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The Netherlands

Lockdown status

• Entirely locked down

Ornamental plant sales points

• Florists: Shops are closed, but even after Christmas they are allowed to continue physical sales outside the shop. This does not apply to shops in shopping 

centres. Pick up of products is possible on order.

• Supermarkets: Open

• Garden centres: Closed, but Christmas trees can be sold outside the shop. Garden centres that derive more than half of their turnover from pet supplies may also 

remain open (provided they have their own entrance). 

Important articles/information

• Shops can only remain open if they derive at least 70% of their turnover from essential products such as food, detergents and personal care. The limit was 

previously 30%. The cabinet is tightening up the rules after several budget chains decided to partially open up. An exception also remains for broader shops that 

have a separate food department, for example a garden centre with a department for pets. These shops must have their own entrance in order to be allowed to 

open. (Source: Nu.nl, 16-12-2020)

• Over the past few days, VBW has had frequent consultations with the Ministry of Economic Affairs in order to obtain more clarity about what is and what is not 

allowed in regards to the sale of flowers. More clarity has just come: the outdoor sales of florists may continue with (Christmas) flowers, plants and other 

(Christmas) items, but indoor sales in shopping centres may not. It is also only possible to collect products to order. Flower shops are therefore an exception to 

the basic rule which states that 'only essential shops in the food industry, drugstores and pet shops that generate more than 70% of their turnover from food, 

drugstore products and pet food may be open'. Outdoor sales are allowed at least until 24th December. (Source: Hortipoint, 16-12-2020)
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Germany 
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:27%

• Plants: 26%

Lockdown status

• From Wednesday 16th December an nationwide entire lockdown has been implemented until 10th January. Schools and kindergartens, shops, restaurants, 

theatres will have to close etc. Only essential shops such as supermarkets, drugstores, pharmacies and banks may remain open. BGI: the opening of sales 

outlets in ornamental horticulture differs from state to state. An overview is enclosed on the following slide.

• There will be more support for businesses, with EUR 11 billion per month earmarked for this purpose.

Ornamental plant sales points

• Florists: see next page for overview

• Supermarkets: open (but whether or not flowers and plants can be sold varies from state to state or even locally)

• Garden centres: see next page for an overview

Important articles/information

• 22nd December 2020: https://www.rvo.nl/onderwerpen/internationaal-ondernemen/landenoverzicht/duitsland/veelgestelde-vragen-over-het-coronavirus-

duitsland#:~:text=Overview%20German%20States%20and%20coronavirus%20in%20Bremen%20%2012%20more%20rows%20 . Here you can find an overview 

of the measures at Federal and State level. 
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Germany 
Overview of points of sale opening for flowers and plants (X = open)
Status 22nd December 2020

open closed different

State Wholesale trade Florist
Collection of 

purchases
Home delivery 

purchases
Garden 
centre

Nurseries with 
private sales

Point of sale 
cemeteries DIY stores

Supermarket
s

Bayern

Berlin

Brandenburg

Hamburg

Hessen

NRW

Rhineland-Palatinate

Saxony

Schleswig-Holstein

Thuringia

Lower Saxony

Saarland

Mecklenburg-Western 

Pomerania

Bremen



United Kingdom
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:16%

• Plants: 10%

Lockdown status

• England: Tiers system with local restrictions. Strict new lockdown for London and parts of East and South East England from 20th December (tier 4).

• Wales: New Lockdown from 20th December. All of Wales is on alert level 4.

• Scotland: Partial lockdown for parts of Scotland. As of 26th December, 29 out of 32 regions will go to level 4 (highest level, for min. 3 weeks) . 3 regions will go to 

Level 3. At Level 4, only essential shops will be allowed to open.

• Northern Ireland: New lockdown from 26th December for 6 weeks (with a review after 4 weeks) 

Ornamental plant sales points

• Florists:

• England: Closed

• Wales: Closed

• Scotland: Open; Will be closed in 29 regions from 26th December (only outdoor retail and markets can be open)

• Northern Ireland: Open, closed from 26th December

• Supermarkets:

• England: Open

• Wales: Open, but not allowed to sell products with shops closed. Including flowers and plants.

• Scotland: Open

• Northern Ireland: Open

• Garden centres:

• England: Open

• Wales: Closed

• Scotland: Open, from 26th December for 29 regions, only the Outdoor garden centres will be open.

• Northern Ireland: Open, closed from 26th December (no click & collect allowed)
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United Kingdom (cont'd)

Important articles/information

• More than 1500 lorries are stuck in Kent waiting to leave the UK, while politicians are devising a plan to reopen the French border to allow for trade and travel. 

Almost every EU Member State has now stopped travelling from the UK because of fears of the virus mutation, and the EU is talking about how to deal with this 

together. Discussions are ongoing between the UK and France to find a solution. If the plans, which are being made, are approved, they are likely to enter into 

force on Wednesday. The testing of lorry drivers in ports would be part of the discussion. EU Member States are believed to be insisting that British crews be 

tested for the virus before entering their country. (Source: bbc.uk.com, 22nd December)

• France has closed their border with the UK for 48 hours. Because of the closure, trucks and ferry passengers cannot sail from Dover. Eurotunnel travel to France 

has also been suspended and Eurostar trains to Belgium are not running. Countries including Germany, Italy, Belgium, the Irish Republic, Turkey and Canada 

have suspended British flights. Switzerland has also temporarily suspended British flights. Austria will also impose a ban, while Bulgaria has suspended flights to 

and from the UK from midnight. Unlike short-term measures in many other countries, the ban runs until 31st January. (Source: bbc.uk.com, 21 December)

• EU countries started imposing travel bans on the UK after it reported a more contagious and "out of control" coronavirus variant. Ireland, Germany, France, Italy, 

the Netherlands and Belgium have all stopped flights. The measures vary and are initially short-lived, but the French rules also cover cross-Channel freight. The 

Netherlands has banned passenger flights from the UK as well as ferry passengers from the UK. Cargo traffic will continue. (Source: bbc.uk.com, 21 December)

• From 20th December there will be a strict new lockdown for London and parts of East and South East England to tier 4. People will have to stay at home 

(except for work or training) and close non-essential shops and business. Plans to relax measures for the period around Christmas in the above areas have been 

scrapped and tightened to tier 4 measures, while the rest of England is seeing the relaxation that people can be together from five days to just Christmas Day. 

We do not know how long the tier four measures will apply. The measures are necessary to control the new variant of the virus. (Source: bbc.com, 20 December)

• Partly due to the spread of a new virus variant, which is spreading more rapidly, the lockdown for the whole of Wales has been brought forward from 28th 

December to 20th December. Plans to relax the rules from 23rd to 27th December to let people celebrate Christmas with loved ones have been scrapped. 

Rendezvous are now limited to Christmas Day. People must stay at home and travel only for essential reasons. Non-essential shops must close and restaurants 

and bars must only be open for pick-up. People should not meet people from other households. Only 1 person households are allowed to form a support bubble 

with 1 other person (Source: bbc.uk.com, 20 December).

• From 26th December, the whole of mainland Scotland will be subject to the most stringent restrictions (level 4) for at least three weeks. Only non-essential shops 

will be allowed to open. Click & Collect, online services and outdoor retail will be open. Restaurants and bars and contact professions must close. Schools remain 

open. People are not allowed to come together at home. (Source: bbc.uk.com, 20 December)
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United Kingdom (cont'd)

Important articles/information

• A new lockdown will come into effect on 26th December in Northern Ireland to suppress the virus (for a period of 6 weeks, with review after 4 weeks). The 

strictest measure is to close non-essential retail and essential retail must close the first week of the lockdown between 8pm and 6am. Click-and-collect retail is 

not allowed for a period of 6 weeks (excluding supermarkets). Non-essential travel should be avoided. Also no meetings between people inside and outside 

between 20.00 and 6.00. Schools remain open. (Source: bbc.uk.com, 20 December)

• In the period from 23rd December to 27th December, people in Northern Ireland will still be allowed to form a Christmas bubble of three households. But this 

should be limited to one day. There is flexibility as to what day it would be. (Source: bbc.uk.com, 21 December)

• HTA has called for an emergency meeting with Welsh ministers to classify garden centres as 'essential retail'. The HTA believes that garden centres should 

remain open during the newly established lockdown. Excluding garden centres from the list of essential does not recognise the contribution garden centres make 

to improving people's mental and physical well-being. It is also suggested that garden centres provide large and airy environments that have been further 

improved by the social distance measures. The Welsh Government should look to England and Scotland where garden centres are considered safe to trade even 

at the highest risk level. (Source: hta.org.uk, 17 December)
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France
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata):

• Flowers:13%

• Plants: 13%

Lockdown status
• Termination lock down in three stages:

• From 28th November: Shops can be reopened until 9 p.m., subject to distance rules (max. 1 person per 8m2); service / home delivery allowed
• As of 15th December : End of lock down, while maintaining curfew, provided that the objectives are achieved.
• Stage 3: not yet known

Ornamental plant sales points
• Florists: Open from 28th November
• Supermarkets: Open *) 
• Garden centre: Fully open from 28th November

*) Flowers and plants are not explicitly mentioned in the relaxation measures. We assume that the restrictions for this will also cease from 28 November. 

Important articles/information
• EMOVA Group, 1st retail network for plants and flowers under the brands Monceau Fleurs, Happy, Au Nom de la Rose, Coeur de Fleurs and Bloom's, announces 

its business volume for the 4th quarter of fiscal year 2019/2020. Franck Poncet, Chairman of the Executive Board of EMOVA Group, commented: "Despite the 
gloomy situation since the beginning of the year, sales volumes are growing in the fourth quarter, confirming the resilience of our market. Customers will resume 
their habit of buying plants and flowers after the first lockdown and until the beginning of the second". In October, 3 new shops opened their doors. They are 
confident about the future of the group and confirm the medium-term ambitions for growth and profitability and for the multi-channel deployment of the brands. 
"(Source: JAF-info 21-12-2020)
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France

Important articles/information (continued)

• Offrez des Fleurs' or 'Save our companies’: is an initiative of the Collectif de la Fleur Française and the Chambre Syndicale 
des Fleuristes d'Ile-de-France and the École des Fleuristes de Paris to support companies, but also the whole flower sector 
in France.

• An operation has been launched with the Collectif de La Fleur Française to promote the purchase of flowers by consumers. 
First, a press release was issued to explain that in spite of the current circumstances continuing to buy flowers is essential
for companies, wholesalers and French producers who depend mainly on maintaining our activities. Next, posters were 
created (in A4 and A3 format) which can be personalised and printed thus giving customers the general terms and 
conditions to order in shops. In this way they explain that by offering flowers they support the whole industry. (Source: JAF-
info 21-12-2020)



Italy 
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:4%

• Plants: 7%

Lockdown status
• Decree expired on 3rd December. Pending the new official rules, see Article below*)

Ornamental plant sales points
• Florists: Open except those located in shopping centres and market halls where closures apply on Saturdays, Sundays and Public holidays. 
• Supermarkets: Open 
• Garden centres: Open.

Important articles/information

*) Throughout Italy, the general rules are to keep a distance of one metre and wear a mouth mask both in enclosed areas - such as a supermarket, a restaurant 

(until you sit at the table) and on public transport, in the outdoors when you are in between people (it is not necessary to do so while exercising or when you are 

guaranteed to be alone, for example in an abandoned forest or on an otherwise empty beach). There is a curfew that starts at 10pm (and lasts until 5am).

Museums, cinemas, theatres, swimming pools and gyms are closed. On weekends and public holidays, shopping centres also close. Public transport is running 

at 50% capacity, both buses and metros and regional trains.

The regions in Italy are designated by a colour code: red (high risk), orange (medium risk) and yellow (low risk), with different rules for each colour.

The Abruzzo region is currently the only one in orange. Bars and restaurants are closed (pick-up and delivery are allowed). It is not allowed to travel between 

municipalities without a necessary reason (work, study, medical reasons).

The other regions are yellow. That does not mean, however, that everything is possible; all the general measures and the curfew also apply in these yellow 

regions. Bars and restaurants may remain open until 6 p.m. in these yellow regions. From then on, you are not allowed to eat or drink outside on the street, but 

you can still pick up food or have it delivered.

If a region turns red, there is a lockdown; you are only allowed to go out for a valid reason. All non-essential shops are closed, as are restaurants and bars 

(collection and delivery are allowed). This is the case for the whole of Italy during and around the holidays.

11



Italy 

Important articles/information (continued)

From 24th to 27th December, code red will apply to all regions. On 28th, 29th and 30th December code orange will apply everywhere; from 31st December to 3rd 

January code red again, on 4th January code orange and on 5th and 6th January code red. On 7th January, the regions will in principle return to the above-

mentioned colour codes, unless the situation at that time requires other codes.

An up-to-date detailed overview of all corona situation in Italy, both by region and by province, can be found at https://lab.gedidigital.it/gedi-

visual/2020/coronavirus-i-contagi-in-italia . (Source: https://ciaotutti.nl, 20-12-2020)
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Poland
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:4%

• Plants: 5%

Lockdown status

• Entirely locked down from 28th December to 17th January

Ornamental plant sales points
• Florists: Partially open only outside shopping malls

• Supermarkets: Open

• Garden centres: Open

Important articles/information

• The Polish Government has decided on a strict lockdown of three weeks from 28th December. The Minister of Health, Adam Niedzielski, fears a third wave at the 

beginning of next year and is trying to prevent it by means of the lockdown. During the lockdown, hotels, shopping malls and ski slopes will be closed. The stricter 

restrictions only come into effect after Christmas, the New Year celebrations are made virtually impossible by the strict lockdown rules. Between 19.00 on New 

Year's Eve and 06.00 on New Year's Day there is a curfew. Poles who have celebrated New Year's Eve abroad must spend ten days in quarantine on their return 

(Source: NOS, 17-12-2020).
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Belgium 
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:3%

• Plants: 6%

Lockdown status
• Ended, but continuation of preventive rules (*)

Ornamental plant sales points
• Florists: Open 
• Supermarkets: Open 
• Garden centres: Open 

Important articles/information

• (*) Undertakings and associations which offer goods or services to consumers and which may remain open to the public shall carry out their activities in 

accordance with the applicable sectoral protocol. This contains a number of rules such as: 

• A distance of 1.5 m between each person is guaranteed;

• Consumers are admitted for a maximum of 30 minutes, but the visit may be longer if the company or association works by appointment only;

• One client consumer is admitted per 10m2 of floor space accessible to the public.

More information at: https://www.info-coronavirus.be/nl/faq/
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Russia
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:4%

• Plants: 2%

Lockdown status

• A partial lockdown for St. Petersburg. There are also restrictions for Moscow.

Ornamental plant sales points

• Florists: Open

• Supermarkets: Open

• Garden centres: Open

Important articles/information

• The mass vaccination against the coronavirus started in Moscow, the authorities announced on Saturday. Residents belonging to at-risk groups can get the 

Russian Sputnik V-coronavirus vaccine in 70 state-run clinics in the capital. (Source: Moscow Times, 5-12-2020)

• The St Petersburg authorities have ordered the closure of the city's cafés, restaurants, museums, theatres and concert halls in the period from 30th December to 

10th January. The city's water parks, aquariums, shopping centres, museums, exhibitions, theatres and performing arts organisations will close their doors to 

visitors from Friday. All indoor and outdoor events with more than 50 people will also be suspended (Source: Moscow Times, 2-12-2020).
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Switzerland
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:3%

• Plants: 4%

Lockdown status

• Further strengthening of National COVID-19 measures from 22nd December 2020 to 22nd January 2021. 

• Shops are subject to an even (stricter) limit on the number of customers (related to floor space).

• People are advised to stay at home as much as possible; people should keep their social contacts to a minimum and avoid unnecessary travel.

• Cantons - where necessary - take additional measures.

Ornamental plant sales points

• Florists: Open, only between 06:00 and 19:00 (closed on Sundays and Public holidays)

• Supermarkets: Open only between 06:00 and 19:00 (closed on Sundays and Public holidays)

• Garden Centres: Open, only between 06:00 and 19:00 (closed on Sundays and Public holidays)

Important articles/information

• New restrictions will apply from Tuesday 22nd December. Restaurants and bars, as well as sports, cultural and leisure facilities, will have to close their doors on 

22nd December and remain closed until 22nd January, the Federal Council announced on Friday 18th December. Shop opening hours are limited and the 

number of customers who can enter a shop at the same time depends on the size of the company. The Federal Council indicates that if the situation continues to 

deteriorate further measures will be taken quickly. A mid-term review will take place on 30th December. (Source: The Local, 18th December 2020 -

https://www.thelocal.ch/20201218/switzerland-announces-the-closure-of-restaurants-other-coronavirus-measures )

• For current measures in Switzerland see: https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/de/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-

epidemien/novel-cov/massnahmen-des-bundes.html#-402269208
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Sweden
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:2%

• Plants: 4%

Lockdown status

• No nationwide lockdown as in NL and DE but tightened measures to close shops between 24th December and 24th January. Mouth masks are recommended. 

Regions can take extra measures in case of high growth in infections. National secondary and higher schools will be closed until 24th January, as well as all 

public areas but also theatres, etc. Working from home is the norm. 

• Shops are open, but it is not recommended to visit them as a leisure activity and therefore only for necessary groceries. Some regions limit visits to shopping 

centres around the holidays. Sale after Christmas is discouraged (urgent appeal to shopkeepers). 

• In order to limit the effects of the spread of Covid-19, there is a temporary ban on entry into the EU via Sweden. 

The government has decided to extend the entry ban until 22nd December 2020. From 10th November, travel to Sweden from NL code orange will be banned.

Ornamental plant sales points

• Florists: Open

• Supermarkets: Open

• Garden centres: Open

Important articles/information

• 22nd December 2020: https://www.rvo.nl/onderwerpen/internationaal-ondernemen/landenoverzicht/zweden/veelgestelde-vragen-over-het-coronavirus-zweden: 

with an overview of measures in force

• 17th December 2020: https://www.krisinformation.se/en/hazards-and-risks/disasters-and-incidents/2020/official-information-on-the-new-coronavirus , Official 

English-language website with corona measures and news by region and nationwide

• 22nd december 2020: The government is tightening restrictions before the Christmas weekend - Krisinformation.se
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Austria
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:2%

• Plants: 3%

Lockdown status

• No Lockdown. Relaxed COVID-19 measures will apply from 7th December 2020.

• Staying at home or inside' applies between 20:00 and 06:00 (exceptions are made). 

• Shops are open again from 7th December.

Ornamental plant sales points

• Florists: Open, only between 06:00 and 19:00 hours

• Supermarkets: Open, only between 06:00 and 19:00 hours

• Garden centres: Open, only between 06:00 and 19:00 hours

Important articles

• Following the relaxation of the COVID-19 measures from 7th December, Austria will go back into lockdown on 26th December. Austrian Chancellor Sebastian 

Kurz announced on 18th December that Austria will enter a three-stage lockdown process to "return to normal". During this period, non-essential shops will close, 

as will services such as hairdressers where physical proximity is unavoidable. From 16th to 18th January 2021, a 'round' of mass testing will take place, allowing 

those who test negative to go shopping and meet people again. For anyone who does not want to be tested, the lockdown rules will apply a week longer," said 

the Chancellor. (Source: The Local, 18 December 2020 - https://www.thelocal.at/20201218/austria-to-enter-third-lockdown-on-december-26th)

• For current measures in Austria see: https://www.sozialministerium.at/Informationen-zum-Coronavirus/Coronavirus---Aktuelle-Ma%C3%9Fnahmen.html
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Kenya
Share of Dutch imports (Source: UN Comtrade)

• Flowers: about 27%

Lockdown status

• A nationwide curfew is extended up to 3rd January 2021. The curfew bars the movement of all persons from 10:00 a.m. to 4 a.m. Movement is only allowed to 

persons with special passes working in essential services. Fresh cut flowers are considered an essential product therefore the transporting of fresh produce is 

allowed. Wearing of a face mask remains mandatory across the country and failure to comply will attract a fine of Ksh.20,000 (approx. €148)

Impact of staff deployment

• -

Road transport

• -

Air transport

• The current available air freight capacity is between 3,500 - 3,750 Tons weekly this is below the optimal level of approx. 5,500 - 5,800 weekly but seems perfectly 

sufficient for the current demand. 

Important articles/information

• The Government of Kenyan Ministry of Health https://www.health.go.ke/home/ 

• Speeches by the President of Kenya https://www.president.go.ke/briefing-room/ (usually given after every 30 days)

https://www.health.go.ke/home/
https://www.president.go.ke/briefing-room/


Ethiopia
Share of Dutch imports (Source: UN Comtrade)

• Flowers: about 7%

• Plants:about 1%

Lockdown status

• All passengers arriving into the country (except diplomats) are required to present a negative RT PCR COVID-19 test certificate, dated within the previous 120 

hours (5 days) . Only RT 2PCR tests will be accepted. You may need to demonstrate you have such a test certificate before boarding your flight.

• All passengers will be subject to 7 days mandatory self-isolation. You must provide the address for your self-isolation upon arrival.

• Wearing of face masks is mandatory in all public places

Impact of staff deployment

Road transport

• -

Air transport

• Cargo capacity on the National carrier Ethiopian Airlines is stable except for some delays.

Important articles/information

• Ethiopian airlines travel updates: https://www.ethiopianairlines.com/aa/travel-updates/updates-on-covid-19(coronavirus) 

• Foreign travel advice https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/ethiopia/coronavirus 

https://www.ethiopianairlines.com/aa/travel-updates/updates-on-covid-19(coronavirus)
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/ethiopia/coronavirus


Israel
Share of Dutch imports (Source: UN Comtrade)

• Flowers: approximately 0.4%

• Plants: approximately 0.6%

Lockdown status

• Following the easing of the second lockdown which ended on 1st December, a third lockdown in Israel is threatened by an increase in the number of infections.

Impact of staff deployment

• -

Road transport

• -

Air transport

• -

Important articles/information
• Health minister warns of 3rd lockdown amid grim projections, but no decision yet | The Times of Israel

https://www.timesofisrael.com/health-minister-warns-of-3rd-lockdown-amid-grim-projections-but-no-decision-yet/

