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* In the Netherlands, florists are allowed to continue physical sales outside the shop until Christmas. This applies to garden centres for Christmas trees

* In Germany, flower shops and garden centres may remain open for two Länder, but this is not yet known for the other Länder.

* In Italy, restrictions apply to florists located in certain shopping centres and market halls. 

https://www.tln.nl/coronavirus-en-landeninformatie/


The Netherlands

Lockdown status

• Entirely locked down

Ornamental plant sales points
• Florists: Closed

• Supermarkets: Open

• Garden centres: Closed

Important articles/information

• In the press conference on Monday 14th December, Prime Minister Mark Rutte announced that the Netherlands will go into lockdown for a period of five weeks. 

On Monday, the Cabinet decided on a far-reaching lockdown that will apply until 19th January. It involves the closure of all schools and all shops except 

supermarkets, specialist shops such as butchers, pharmacies and banks. Zoos, museums and cinemas will also have to be closed again. Gymnasiums will also 

be closed again; only outdoor sports will continue to be allowed. All indoor sports locations will be closed. People with contact professions such as hairdressers 

and sex workers will also have to stop. (Source: AD, 14-12-2020)

• For more information and an overview of the measures see https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/actueel/nieuws/2020/12/14/lockdown-om-contacten-tot-een-minimum-te-

beperken

• Despite the fact that the physical flower shops have to close until 19th January, florists are allowed to continue physical sales. This is allowed until Christmas. The 

VBW-lobby in the past days and with emphasis on (late afternoon on December 14th) has succeeded. With this, the sales opportunities remain present', reports 

the branch organisation. On Tuesday 15th December, there will be follow-up meetings with the Ministry of Economic Affairs, in which more details will become

clear. (Source: Hortipoint, 14-12-2020)

https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/actueel/nieuws/2020/12/14/lockdown-om-contacten-tot-een-minimum-te-beperken


Germany 
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:27%

• Plants: 26%

Lockdown status

• From Wednesday 16th December a nationwide lockdown will come into force until 10 January. Schools and kindergartens will have to close, shops will have to 

close, restaurants, theatres, etc. Only essential shops such as supermarkets, drugstores, pharmacies and banks may remain open.

• There will be more support for businesses with a monthly budget of €11 billion (Source: NU.nl, 13-12-2020).

• Wholesale and Cash & Carry remain open according to the regular rules such as keeping a distance. As with the first lockdown, the responsible local authorities 

have the last word when it comes to interpreting the regulations. In Saxony, there has been a new regulation since Monday 14th December whereby flower shops 

and points of sale can remain open. For the other states - apart from Saxony and North Rhine-Westphalia - the situation regarding the opening of flower shops 

etc. is still unclear. The NRW regulation states that points of sale of perishable goods such as flowers and plants may remain open. So the florists remain open. 

Garden centres are also included, partly because of their role in the sale of animal feeds. As soon as exceptions, details per state are known, they will be 

included in this overview. (Source: BGI.de, 14-12-2020)

Ornamental plant sales points

• Florists: Open in Saxony and NRW. Other states are not yet known, but it is very likely that there will be closures.

• Supermarkets: Open

• Garden Centres: Open in Saxony and NRW. Other states not yet known, but very likely to be closed. 

Important articles/information

• Here you can find an overview of the measures at federal and state level. There is a reference to the corona virus pages of the states concerned on which the 

regulations are displayed. For the time being, federal measures, a list of closed companies and institutions as well as different rules for contact professions, are 

continuing: Frequently asked questions about the corona virus in Germany | RVO.nl | Rijksdienst 

• On Wednesday, 18th November, Germany adopted a new corona law, which gives the government more scope to intervene without Parliament's consent in the 

event of a risk of infection. One of the crisis measures is the closure of the hospitality sector for a month with a possible extension.

https://www.rvo.nl/onderwerpen/internationaal-ondernemen/landenoverzicht/duitsland/veelgestelde-vragen-over-het-coronavirus-duitsland#:~:text=Overzicht%20Duitse%20deelstaten%20en%20coronamaatregelen%20%20%20,Coronavirus%20in%20Bremen%20%2012%20more%20rows%20


United Kingdom
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:16%

• Plants: 10%

Lockdown status  

• England: End of Lockdown on 2nd December

• Wales: End of Firebreak Lockdown on 9th November; COVID measures tightened up.

• Scotland: Partial lockdown from 20th November, 11 regions will move to level 4 (highest level): until 11th December, only essential shops and outdoor retail will 

be allowed to open there. 10 of the 32 regions are on level 3; the rest below. 

• Northern Ireland: New Circuit Breaker Lockdown measures from 27th November to 11th December. 

Ornamental plant sales points

• Florists:

• England: Open

• Wales: Open

• Scotland: Closed in 11 regions (except outdoor retail and outdoor markets) until 11th December

• Northern Ireland: Closed (except corner shops) until 11th December

• Supermarkets:

• England: Open

• Wales: Open

• Scotland: Open

• Northern Ireland: Open

• Garden centres:

• England: Open

• Wales: Open

• Scotland: In 11 regions, only outdoor garden centres open until 11th December.

• Northern Ireland: Open



United Kingdom (cont'd)

Important articles/information

• The Corona mass vaccination programme started in the UK on 8th December. The first 800,000 doses will be administered in the coming weeks. A further four 

million doses are expected by the end of the month. (Source: BBC, 8-12-2020)

• Due to rising infection rates in Wales, additional measures have been put in place since 4th December. Restaurants, cafes, bars and pubs must close at 6.00 

p.m. and no alcohol may be served. The entertainment sector and indoor tourist attractions must close. (Source: gov.wales , 4-12-2020)

• As of 11th December, the 11 regions that were in level 4 will return to level 3 in Scotland. This means that shops, restaurants and pubs will be allowed to reopen 

here. The regions that are now in level 3 will then be in level 2. (Source: BBC, 8-12-2020)

• Non-essential shops may reopen in Northern Ireland from 11th December. This ends the two-week circuit-breaker lockdown on 11th December. Restaurants, 

cafes and hotels may also reopen (with additional measures) but must close at 11.00 p.m. on any day. Pubs that do not serve food must remain closed. (Source: 

www.retailgazette.co.uk, 4-12-2020)

• The House of Commons approved the new regional tier system with 3 levels of restrictions in England (see also Covid agri report 2.5). As a result, 99% of the 

English population has been in the two highest tiers since 2nd December, with London in tier 2. (Source: Landbouwattaché Netwerk Ministerie van LNV, 03-12-

2020).

• According to the Barometer of the Garden Center Association's (GCA) Trade Report, sales of indoor plants in the UK increased by 48% in October 2020 

compared to October 2019. This is thought to be due to people wanting to brighten up their homes because of lockdown measures, the fact that they would have 

more free time and people working more from home. Houseplants are also increasingly featured in lifestyle magazines. Sales of garden plants also increased by 

34.5%. (Source: floraldaily.com, 29-11-2020)



France
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata):

• Flowers:13%

• Plants: 13%

Lockdown status
• Lock down in 3 stages:

• From 28th November, shops can be reopened until 9 p.m., subject to distance rules (max. 1 person per 8m2); service / home delivery allowed
• As of 15th December, end of lock down, while maintaining curfew provided that the objectives are achieved.
• Stage 3: not yet known

Ornamental plant sales points
• Florist:Open from 28th November
• Supermarkets: Open (*) 
• Garden centres: Fully open from 28th November

(*) Flowers and plants are not explicitly mentioned in the relaxation measures. We assume that the restrictions for this will also cease from 28 November. 

Important articles/information
• Mikael Mercier President of Val'Hor to the French Government commented that “we cannot invest EUR 500 million today without being sure that we can sell our 

production tomorrow!” French professionals in horticulture, floristry and landscape demand the immediate classification of plants as a commodity in order to avoid 
sacrificing this French sector. Representatives of the French horticulture, floristry and landscape industry expressed their grave concern at the current situation 
during their visit to the Elysée Palace to meet with the President on 6th December. In fact, spring represents the most important part of the turnover of the sector's 
activities and this essential season is now being prepared. Over the next few days, the 3 300 or so French plant growers will have to commit a massive half a 
billion euros to allow plants to grow without having any prospect of recovery to date. Already badly affected by the containment last spring, the entire horticultural 
profession will need guarantees on the full capacity of the marketing channels in the spring of 2021. (JAF-info, 09-12-2020)



Italy 
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:4%

• Plants: 7%

Lockdown status
• Decree expired on 3rd December. Pending the new official rules, see Article (*). 

Ornamental plant sales points
• Florists: Open except those located in shopping centres and market halls where closures apply on Saturdays and Sundays and public holidays. 
• Supermarkets: Open 
• Garden centres: Open.

Important articles/information

• (*) Throughout Italy, the general rules are to keep a distance of one metre and wear a mouth shield, both in enclosed spaces and outdoors when you are in 

between people. There is a curfew that starts at 10pm (and lasts until 5am). Museums, cinemas, theatres, swimming pools and gyms are closed. On weekends 

and public holidays, shopping centres also close. Public transport operates with a capacity of fifty percent, both buses and metros as well as regional trains. The 

regions in Italy are colour-coded: red (high risk), orange (medium risk) and yellow (low risk), with different rules for each colour:

• The regions of Valle d'Aosta, Lombardy, Piedmont, Tuscany, Abruzzo, Campania, Basilicata, Calabria and Alto Adige (South Tyrol) are orange. Bars and 

restaurants are closed (collection and delivery are allowed). It is not allowed to travel between municipalities without a necessary reason (work, study, 

medical reasons).

• The regions Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Veneto, Liguria, Emilia-Romagna, Umbria, Le Marche, Lazio, Molise, Puglia, Sicily, Sardinia and Trentino are yellow. 

That does not mean, however, that everything is possible; all the general measures and the curfew also apply in these yellow regions. Bars and 

restaurants may remain open until 6 p.m. in these yellow regions. From then on, you are not allowed to eat or drink outside on the streets, but you can still 

pick up food or have it delivered.



Italy 

Important articles/information (continued)

• If a region turns red, there is a lockdown; you are only allowed to go out for a valid reason. All non-essential shops are closed, as are restaurants and bars 

(collection and delivery are allowed). Stricter rules apply around Christmas. As it looks now, it is not allowed to travel between regions from 21st December to 6th 

January (except if this is necessary for e.g. work or health reasons). On 25th and 26th December and on 1st January you are not even allowed to travel outside 

your own municipality. 

The curfew continues to apply during public holidays. Restaurants may be open for lunch on 25th, 26th and 31st December and 1st January, but close at 18:00 

hours. Hotel restaurants are not allowed to be open on New Year's Eve; guests can only dine in their rooms.

A current detailed overview of all corona cases in Italy, both by region and by province, can be found at https://lab.gedidigital.it/gedi-visual/2020/coronavirus-i-

contagi-in-italia (Source: https://ciaotutti.nl, 9-12-2020)

https://lab.gedidigital.it/gedi-visual/2020/coronavirus-i-contagi-in-italia
https://ciaotutti.nl/


Poland
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:4%

• Plants: 5%

Lockdown status

• Partial lockdown. Measures will last until 27th December. 

Ornamental plant sales points
• Florists: Open

• Supermarkets: Open

• Garden centres: Open

Important articles/information

• None



Belgium 
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:3%

• Plants: 6%

Lockdown status
• Ended, but continuation of preventive rules (*)

Ornamental plant sales points
• Florists: Open 
• Supermarkets: Open 
• Garden centres: Open 

Important articles/information

• (*) Undertakings and associations which offer goods or services to consumers and which may remain open to the public shall carry out their activities in 

accordance with the applicable sectoral protocol. This contains a number of rules such as: 

• A distance of 1.5 m between each person is guaranteed;

• Consumers are admitted for a maximum of 30 minutes, but the visit may be longer if the company or association works by appointment only;

• One client consumer is admitted per 10m2 of floor space accessible to the public.

More information at: https://www.info-coronavirus.be/nl/faq/



Russia
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:4%

• Plants: 2%

Lockdown status

• Only for the region of the Eastern Siberian Republic of Buryatia and a partial lockdown for St Petersburg. There are also restrictions for Moscow.

Ornamental plant sales points

• Florists: Open

• Supermarkets: Open

• Garden centres: Open

Important articles/information

• The mass vaccination against the coronavirus started in Moscow, the authorities announced on Saturday. Residents belonging to at-risk groups can get the 

Russian Sputnik V-coronavirus vaccine in 70 state-run clinics in the capital. (Source: Moscow Times, 5-12-2020)

• The St Petersburg authorities have ordered the closure of the city's cafés, restaurants, museums, theatres and concert halls in the period from 30th December to 

10th January. The city's water parks, aquariums, shopping centres, museums, exhibitions, theatres and performing arts organisations will close their doors to 

visitors from Friday. All indoor and outdoor events with more than 50 people will also be suspended (Source: Moscow Times, 2-12-2020).



Switzerland
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:3%

• Plants: 4%

Lockdown status

• Further strengthening of national COVID-19 measures from 9th December 2020.

• Cantons - where necessary - take additional measures.

• Shops are subject to a (stricter) limit on the number of customers (related to floor space).

Ornamental plant sales points
• Florists: Open

• Supermarkets: Open

• Garden centres: Open

Important articles/information

• For current measures in Switzerland see: https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/de/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-

epidemien/novel-cov/massnahmen-des-bundes.html#-402269208

https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/de/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/massnahmen-des-bundes.html#-402269208


Sweden
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:2%

• Plants: 4%

Lockdown status

• No nationwide lockdown; regions can establish regional-wide lockdown in case of high growth in infections, but for the time being this is not the case. However, 

there is a similar partial lockdown as in Germany in a total of 21 regions, including in Germany: Jönköping County, Halland County and Örebro County. 

• In Kronoberg, Södermanland County, Stockholm, Västra Götaland and Östergötlan, Skåne, shops are open, but it is not recommended to visit them as a leisure 

activity and therefore only for necessary groceries. In this context, Sweden continues to steer on the people's own responsibility and does not force them to do 

so.

• In order to limit the effects of the spread of Covid-19, there is a temporary ban on entry into the EU via Sweden. 

The government has decided to extend the entry ban until 22nd December 2020. From 10th November, travel to Sweden from NL code orange will be banned.

Ornamental plant sales points

• Florists: Open

• Supermarkets: Open

• Garden centres: Open

Important articles/information

• Overview of measures in force: https://www.rvo.nl/onderwerpen/internationaal-ondernemen/landenoverzicht/zweden/veelgestelde-vragen-over-het-coronavirus-

zweden

• English-language official website with corona measures and national and regional news: https://www.krisinformation.se/en/hazards-and-risks/disasters-and-

incidents/2020/official-information-on-the-new-coronavirus

https://www.rvo.nl/onderwerpen/internationaal-ondernemen/landenoverzicht/zweden/veelgestelde-vragen-over-het-coronavirus-zweden
https://www.krisinformation.se/en/hazards-and-risks/disasters-and-incidents/2020/official-information-on-the-new-coronavirus


Austria
Share of Dutch exports (Source: Floridata)

• Flowers:2%

• Plants: 3%

Lockdown status

• No Lockdown; the COVID-19 measures have been relaxed and will apply from 7th to 23rd December 2020.

• Staying at home between 20:00 and 06:00 (exceptions will be made) will apply provisionally from 7th to 16th December 2020. 

• Shops will be open again from 7th December (until 19.00 at the latest).

Ornamental plant sales points

• Florists: Open until 19:00 at the latest

• Supermarkets: Open until 19:00 at the latest

• Garden centres: Open until 19:00 at the latest

Important articles

• For current measures in Austria see: https://www.sozialministerium.at/Informationen-zum-Coronavirus/Coronavirus---Aktuelle-Ma%C3%9Fnahmen.html

https://www.sozialministerium.at/Informationen-zum-Coronavirus/Coronavirus---Aktuelle-Ma%C3%9Fnahmen.html


Kenya
Share of Dutch imports (Source: UN Comtrade)

• Flowers: about 27%

Lockdown status

• A nationwide curfew is extended up to 3rd January 2021. The curfew bars the movement of all persons from 10:00 a.m. to 4 a.m. Movement is only allowed to 

persons with special passes working in essential services. Fresh cut flowers are considered an essential product therefore the transporting of fresh produce is 

allowed. Wearing of a face mask remains mandatory and failure to comply will attract a fine of Ksh.20,000 (approx. €148)

Impact of staff deployment

• -

Road transport

• -

Air transport

• The current available air freight capacity is between 3,500 - 3,750 Tons weekly this is below the optimal level of approx. 5,500 - 5,800 weekly but seems perfectly 

sufficient for the current demand. 

Important articles/information

• The Government of Kenyan Ministry of Health https://www.health.go.ke/home/ 

• Speeches by the President of Kenya https://www.president.go.ke/briefing-room/ (usually given after every 30 days)

https://www.health.go.ke/home/
https://www.president.go.ke/briefing-room/


Ethiopia
Share of Dutch imports (Source: UN Comtrade)

• Flowers: about 7%

• Plants:about 1%

Lockdown status

• All passengers arriving into the country (except diplomats) are required to present a negative RT PCR COVID-19 test certificate, dated within the previous 120 

hours (5 days) . Only RT 2PCR tests will be accepted. You may need to demonstrate you have such a test certificate before boarding your flight.

• All passengers will be subject to 7 days mandatory self-isolation. You must provide the address for your self-isolation upon arrival.

• Wearing of face masks is mandatory in all public places

Impact of staff deployment

Road transport

• -

Air transport

• Cargo capacity on the National carrier Ethiopian Airlines is stable except for some delays.

Important articles/information

• Ethiopian airlines travel updates: https://www.ethiopianairlines.com/aa/travel-updates/updates-on-covid-19(coronavirus) 

• Foreign travel advice https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/ethiopia/coronavirus 

https://www.ethiopianairlines.com/aa/travel-updates/updates-on-covid-19(coronavirus)
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/ethiopia/coronavirus


Israel
Share of Dutch imports (Source: UN Comtrade)

• Flowers: approximately 0.4%

• Plants: approximately 0.6%

Lockdown status

• Following the easing of the second lockdown which ended on 1st December, a third lockdown in Israel is threatened by an increase in the number of infections.

Impact of staff deployment

• -

Road transport

• -

Air transport

• -

Important articles/information
• Health minister warns of 3rd lockdown amid grim projections, but no decision yet | The Times of Israel

https://www.timesofisrael.com/health-minister-warns-of-3rd-lockdown-amid-grim-projections-but-no-decision-yet/

